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The AGM last month brought important changes to the club’s Committee. Willie Patterson
finished his two years hard-working and effective Commodoreship and Andrew Green-
halgh stepped up from Vice Commodore to be the youngest Commodore the club has seen.
Carol Beattie, a sailor for most of her life, steps up to Vice Commodore and is replaced as
Rear Commodore by Colin Midgely whose experience may be less but whose skills at the
helm have developed in double quick time. These youthful and energetic flag officers will
get an early chance to show  their mettle with a raft of exciting developments on the hori-
zon.

The committee will be strengthened by two new members, Derek Michael and Gordon
Smith both of whom will bring  a different slant and added vision to the team.

The down side is the loss of a number of valued members all of whom have contributed
considerably over the years. Fortunately all are still to be members of the club. The retirees
are : Allan Doyle, David Gemmell, Emily Inglis, Esther Armstrong, Graham More and
Raymond Suszek. David and Raymond are, of course, past Commodores and long term ser-
vants of the club. Allan has gone off to pursue a degree in nautical science at university in
Glasgow but will still be around from time to time. The club wishes him a fair wind.

NEW COMMITTEEIt hardly seems like yes-
terday since we fin-
ished sailing for 2004
and already the 2005
season is just around
the corner.  Before
that we have a busy cou-
ple of months ahead
with some entertaining
social evenings and
some slightly less
pleasant, although
fun, work parties.
These work parties are
necessary not only to
prepare for the forth-
coming sailing season,
but also to accomplish
some exciting develop-
ments at the club.  I ask
you all to support
these work parties in
any way that you are
able – our club would
be unable to survive
without such volun-
tary contributions and
we are most grateful
for your help.

The first of these pro-
jects is the extension
of our boat house.  The
plans are currently
awaiting approval, but
all being satisfactory,
work should start by
the end of January.  We
plan to extend the pre-
sent building parallel
with the road towards
the village as well as
forwards towards the
loch.  This will create
an area capable of
storing four boats as
well as all our equip-
ment and there will be
room for a work bench
and maintenance area.

The second project is
the replacement of the
jetty.  Our present
jetty has served us ad-
mirably for far longer
than expected and is at
the end of its useful
life.  We foresee a
phased replacement
with at least half of
the existing jetty in use
throughout 2005.  It is
our aim to install a sta-
ble, floating jetty that
will be considerably
easier to launch and re-
cover, require little
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Friday  14th January Burn’t Supper at 19:00 £5

A slightly adapted Burns Supper complete with haggis and
all the trimmings followed by a gentle quiz with a Scottish
flavour.

Further details from Neill Smith 01387 810396

Friday 11th February Lockerbie Manor at 19:30 for 20:00 £TBA

Always a good night with good company and fine food.
Donations of raffle prizes would be welcome.

Tickets from Neill Smith  01387 810396

Mid March Ceilidh with the Ian Rankie Band

Yet to be confirmed but this great night is planned as the
Fitting Out Supper. Further details will follow.

There will probably be one or two work parties, possibly as early as this the mid-
dle of this month, to get prepared for the boat shed extension. Watch this space
and keep an ear open for the clubhouse rumour mill.

EVENTS DEAR BOY, EVENTS
It may theoretically be the close season but things are really humming on the so-
cial front. Time to get the shiny new diaries (or electronic thingummies) out!
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PRIZE-GIVING HIGHLIGHTS
As usual, the Prize-Giving Supper was well attended; in fact, it was stowed out and, had anyone else come, they’d have had
to sit on the stairs. Fortunately, there was a mound of excellent food sufficient to feed the assembled company and also the
ravening horde that descended on the club the following day to howk the jetty out in record time.

The prizes were well distributed between the newer and younger sailors and the experienced hands. It was particularly sat-
isfying to see some of the youngsters getting into the general trophies. It bodes well for the future.

Among the trophy winners were:

Nick Beeby the “Missing “ Trophy for the Tuesday Helm Pursuit
Graham More the Helm Handicap Trophy
John Rowley the Laser Championship and the Laser Spring Series
Frank Gibson the Thursday Handicap Championship
John Hugo the Mirror Spring Series and, with Jessica Campbell, the Mirror Championship
Adam Firby the Topper Spring Series and the Topper Championship
Alastair Smith the Lockerbie Gala Cup
Dave Richardson the RNLI Regatta with Nick Beeby
Allan Doyle the Cadet Regatta
Gordon Smith the Novices Regatta with son Ruaridh
Carol Beattie the Ladies Regatta with Julie Osbourne

Two of the newer teams were represented with the award of the Absolute Beginners Trophy to Alistair and Rory Payne and
the Capsize Cup to Gordon and Ruaridh Smith. For those who were not there and contrary to rumour, it should be pointed
out in Gordon’s defence that the Capsize Cup is awarded  on very much positive grounds not for any record of capsizes.
Who might win such a trophy if it existed is a closely guarded secret that not even the Freedom of Information Act could
winkle out.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Duncan Johnstone Memorial Trophy and the club was honoured
and delighted to have Honorary Life Member Billy Johnstone present to make the presentation. It’s not so many years ago
that Billy was last seen carving the loch up in his immaculate and speedy GP14 and it was good to see him back.

Despite some determined opposition, the trophy went to Andrew and Duncan Greenhalgh. Andrew’s victory encompassed
wins in the GP Championship and in the Early Bird, Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter Series as well as the Boat Pur-
suit. Frequently the boat was crewed by father Duncan but brother Mark and Colin Midgely also made appearances in the
front seat.

It is hard to see any immediate challenge but a number of youngsters including Adam Firby, Blair Gemmell, John Beardon ,
Jessica Campbell  and Rory Payne (all, it has to be said, trained by Andrew) perhaps show sufficient promise to  give chase
in the not too distant future.

or no maintenance and have a vastly greater lifespan than wooden pontoons.

The cost of these projects is considerable and although we are applying for any relevant funding, much of the
cost will have to be borne by the club.  I therefore emphasise my request for your assistance at work parties.  I
would be most grateful to hear from any member willing to volunteer specialist skills.  In addition you will find
enclosed with this newsletter a membership form for 2005.  This year we have added a section for voluntary
donations. Any financial gift, however small, you wish to make to our development fund would be much appreciated.
Due to the cost of these projects we are politely requesting prompt payment of membership fees this year.

We have always attempted to increase our subscription fees by no more than the rate of inflation, indeed our
charges are relatively very low.  Unfortunately all of our costs have been increasing by more than inflation for
several years and some significant costs such as insurance, power and fuel are rising exponentially.  Your
committee therefore had no choice but to recommend slightly higher than normal increases in membership fees to
the AGM, these were accepted and the universal feeling is that your subscription still provides extremely good
value for money.

I’d like to conclude by reminding you of some great social evenings over the closed season.  Our informal take on
Burns Night will be held in the clubhouse on Friday 14th January, although known as the Burnt Night, the fayre is
always excellent and Alayne’s family friendly quiz is never to be missed.  A new venue for our Annual Dinner will be
the Lockerbie Manor Hotel this will be held on Friday 11th February – please let Neill know as soon as possible if
you plan to come.  Finally for our Fitting Out Supper in mid March, we hope to host a night of ceilidh dancing with
the excellent Ian Rankie Band.  Details will follow but I urge you all to support this family friendly event and bring
your friends.  As well as being great fun, evenings like this are important in raising our development fund and will be
a key aspect to the success of our ambitious development plans which will make an immense difference to your club.

All the best for 2005

Andrew Greenhalgh - Commodore


